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necessary apparatus. Thanks to the funds provided for this purpose
by the Government of India and to gifts of books from some of the
Local Governments, I was soon well on the way to building up
what to-day is the best archaeological library in India, perhaps in
Asia. The first catalogue raisonne of the library, which now con-
tains some 30,000 volumes, was the work of Dr. Sten Konow and
was issued in 1908. Since then author and subject indexes and
several supplements have been published, and the catalogues are, it
need hardly be said, kept up to date with the help of card indexes.
The library has now, I understand, been shifted from Simla to
New Delhi.

As to the photographic collection, I was luckily able to procure
at once some 8,000 photo-prints from the negatives then in possession
of the Indian Museum or of our own local branches in Madras,
Bombay and Agra, and to supplement these by extensive purchases
from private firms, so that at the end of a twelvemonth I had
already acquired a not inconsiderable collection. Since then this
collection has been steadily augmented year by year, mainly by the
Department's own photographers, until it now numbers some
40,000 prints illustrative of all the chief monuments of note in the
country.

What of the future? To prophesy is always dangerous, but, for
myself, I have few fears about it. Thirty-seven years ago, when I
took the first step towards Indianizing my Department, I was con-
fident that I was doing the right thing. To-day, with half a life-
time's experience behind me and my experiment well tried and
tested, I can see that that confidence was abundantly justified. The
Indians whom we have trained have proved their ability in every
direction* They are good conservators, good excavators, good
epigraphists; and they are equally sound as curators of museums,
chemists and numismatists. I do not^ of course, mean that each